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he did not dare not to execute his orders literally, and that
he had no dislike for bloodshed; two points in his character
which made him a ferocious proconsul, though a kindly man,
and have ranked him for ever with Carrier. It only remains
to add that, during Le Bon's proconsulate, 392 persons suffered
on the guillotine at Arras, and 149 at Cainbrai, whither he
transported himself in April and in May, 1794, and established
another revolutionary tribunal.1

The excesses of the Terror in the six cities of the provinces
which felt its greatest weight, and the men who established it
in them, with the measures they adopted, have been examined ;
it is now time to see the Terror at its height in two or three
departments as opposed to cities. There is no event more
famous in the whole history of the Terror in the provinces
than the " destruction " of Bedoin, and no proconsulate better
known than that of Maignet, in the departments of the
Vaucluse and the Bouches-du-Rhone. Etienne Ghristophe
Maignet was born at Ambert on July 9, 1758, where his father
had been a notary, and where he himself was a wealthy
country avocat, beloved by all the peasants of the mountains of
the neighbourhood, in 17S9.2 The Revolution plunged him,
then a man of nearly middle age, into politics, and he was
elected an administrator df the Puy-de-Dome in 1790, and
first deputy3 for that department to the Legislative Assembly
in 1791. He made no great mark there, except as reporter
of the Committee on Public Assistance, but he was never-
theless re-elected to the Convention, where he continued the
friendship with Couthon and Soubrany which he had formed
with them during the session of the Legislative Assembly. He
again spoke but little, but voted for the execution of the king
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